How many people have Parkinson's?
An estimated 10 million people worldwide live with Parkinson's disease. In the United States as many as one million individuals live with Parkinson's, which is more than the combined number of people diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy and Leu Gehrig's disease. Approximately 60,000 Americans are diagnosed with Parkinson's disease each year, but this number does not reflect the thousands of cases that go undetected. Incidence of Parkinson's increases with age. The average age of onset is 60, but approximately 10% of people are diagnosed before the age of 50. Men are slightly more likely to develop Parkinson's than women. Some studies have shown that African-Americans and Asians are less likely than Caucasians to develop PD, although the reasons for this are not clear.
What causes Parkinson's?
As is the case with many neurological disorders, the cause of Parkinson's disease is not known. However, scientists and researchers are working diligently to uncover the possible cause(s), including genetic and environmental factors, of Parkinson's disease.
Is Parkinson's inherited?
Although the vast majority of Parkinson's cases are not directly inherited, researchers have discovered several genes that can cause the disease in a small number of families. Research on these rare genetic forms is contributing greatly to advancing the understanding of all forms of Parkinson's. In large population studies, researchers have found that people with an affected first-degree relative, such as a parent or sibling, have a four to nine percent higher chance of developing Parkinson's, as compared to the general population. This means that if a person's parent has Parkinson's, his or her chances of developing the disease are slightly higher than the risk among the general population.
How is Parkinson's diagnosed?
There is no standard test to conclusively show if a person has Parkinson's disease. Because of this, it can often be difficult to diagnose. The disease should be diagnosed by a neurologist with experience and training in assessing and treating Parkinson's, ideally a movement disorder specialist. Physicians rely on a neurological examination and the individual's descriptions of symptoms to determine whether he or she 
Can people die from Parkinson's?
Parkinson's disease is a progressive disorder, and although it is not considered to be a fatal disease, symptoms do worsen over time and make life difficult. As the disease progresses, people with Parkinson's can experience a significantly decreased quality of life and may be unable to perform daily movement functions, such as getting out of bed unaided and driving. Most individuals are eventually forced to stop working due to the unavoidable progression of disabling symptoms. In some cases, people have died from Parkinson's-related complications, such as pneumonia.
What is the cost of Parkinson's? 
